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As part of the territorial and economic development project based around the Mega-
joule Laser (the world’s largest laser, which will go live in 2014), the local initiative
Route des Lasers recently announced the creation of 3 new business parks: LASERIS 1
will be home to companies working in the laser optics and plasma sectors, and resear-
chers in this field, as part of the Laser and Plasma Institute. LASERIS 2 will be devoted
to tertiary industries related to these sectors, with the new Photonics Hub closer to the
University campus rounding off this new trio of business zones.

The Photonics Hub located on the campus of Bordeaux University will complement these
facilities. This strong provision of physical resources located within major research
hubs will confirm the status of Gironde (and, more broadly, Aquitaine), as France’s lea-
ding centre of laser-optics technology.

Both science and technology parks are located near the town of Le Barp, not far from
the MJL and CEA-CESTA.

Project Leader: Route des Lasers
Financial partners: local and regional authorities and other key players form the
public and private sectors.

With the launch of the Megajoule Laser (MJL), the Laser Integration Line (LIL) and the
Petawatt Laser (PETAL) near Le Barp, Aquitaine will boast not only the scientific re-
search facilities but also the dedicated business facilities to attract companies to the
region.

LASERIS is already home to 26 companies and 210 employees.

The LASERIS 1 Science and Technology Park, with a surface area of 20 ha, is already
home to key industrial support businesses such as THALES-GERAC / ALSYOM /
QUANTEL / CILAS / CLEMESSY / SPIE / COFELY / INEO / CEGELEC as well as the Laser
and Plasma Institute.

The Route des Lasers agency offers a dedicated Business Centre, with offices and stu-
dios available to rent. Route des Lasers can also offer a range of related services, inclu-
ding a shared restaurant, meeting space and a high-speed internet connection.



An 18-hectare extension has just been
completed, with most of this land to be
sold to businesses.

Route des Lasers has also begun work
on a second business park - LASERIS 2,
also located near Le Barp. This park will
be reserved for relevant tertiary activi-
ties, providing first class facilities for re-
searchers, industrial partners and other
professionals drawn from all around the
world, as well as businesses providing
support services.

Initial work on this 7.3 Ha site has
now been completed. Projects already
launched include hotels, a restaurant, a
day care centres and a dedicated centre
for service industries, companies and
their employees.
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